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 When to utilize NRCS-CPA-026e in reply to AD-1026 requests.    

EXAMPLES FOR FIELD OFFICES: 

The purpose of this guide is to provide examples of common field/CLU boundary changes and 

how to respond to those changes based on an AD1026 request. 

HEL Determinations Field/CLU Examples 

A. Combine Fields       Page 2 

 

B. Split Fields        Page 3 

 

C. Split and Combine       Page 4 

 Involves a temporary field determination 

 

D. Sodbuster        Page 5 

 Determinations and Planning 

 

E. General CRP        Page 6 

 Split includes areas still cropped. 

 Split expired CRP field(s) returned to crop production. 

 Split includes non-cropped areas found to be conservation practices. 

 

F. Continuous CRP/CREP      Page 7 

 

Appendix – Example sodbust combine 

   request and reply    Page 8 

Appendix – NFSAM References    Page 10 
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A.  Combine fields that have existing HEL determinations: 
 

 
 

1. IF Fld A and Fld B are both HEL:  

 Combined Fld C is HEL. 
o Generate a new CPA026 for field C as HEL.   

 In remarks section note the level of erosion control required based on eFOTG Section 
III, C. Legislated Programs. 

 
2. IF Fld A is HEL and Fld B is NHEL or Fld A is NHEL and Fld B is HEL:  

 Complete a new determination for Fld C using 33.3% and >50 Ac HEL rule. 
o IF new determination is HEL, Fld C is HEL. 

 Generate a new CPA026 for field C. 

 In remarks section note the level of erosion control required based on eFOTG 
Section III, C. Legislated Programs. 

 
o IF new determination is NHEL, Previous HEL field (either A or B) remains HEL and previous 

NHEL field (either A or B) remains NHEL. 
 New FSA CLU C is labeled HEL by FSA Staff and code is added to CLU Comments 

“HEL/NHEL”.  Refer to Appendix for explanation. 
 Generate new CPA026 for Fld C as HEL. 

 In remarks section note “ Fld C is HEL/NHEL”.   

 In remarks section note the level of erosion control required based on eFOTG 
Section III, C. Legislated Programs. 

 
3. IF Fld A and Fld B are both NHEL:  

 Complete a new determination for Fld C using 33.3% and >50 Ac HEL rule. 
 
o IF new determination is HEL, Fld C is HEL 

 Generate a new CPA026 for the field. 

 New field will require a conservation plan to the appropriate conservation 
treatment level based on eFOTG Section III, C. Legislated Programs.. 

 
o IF new determination is NHEL, Fld C is NHEL. 

 Write note on AD1026 that Fld C is NHEL sign, date and return to FSA. 
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B.  Split a field that has an existing HEL determination into two separate fields – split 
line IS a “physical” boundary for HEL determination process (i.e. fence or distinct 
cropline): 
 

 
 

 IF new split line is the result of a new physical boundary (i.e. fence or distinct cropline): 
o IF Fld D was NHEL: 

 Complete a new determination for Fld E and Fld F using 33.3% and >50 Ac HEL rule. 
 

 IF new determination for either Fld E or Fld F is NHEL, the new field is NHEL. 
o Write note on AD1026 for the field(s) that are NHEL sign, date and 

return to FSA. 
 

 IF new determination for either Fld E or Fld F is HEL, the new field (E or F) is HEL. 
o Generate a new CPA026 for the field(s) that are HEL. 

 New field will require a conservation plan to the appropriate 
conservation treatment level required based on eFOTG Section 
III, C. Legislated Programs. 

 
o IF Fld D Was HEL: 

 Complete a new determination based on the following rules. 
 

 IF Fld E or Fld F contains no remaining HEL mapunits, the resulting field is NHEL. 
o Write note on AD1026 that the resulting field is NHEL sign, date and 

return to FSA. 
 

 IF Fld E or Fld F contains any remaining HEL mapunits, the resulting field is HEL.  
o Generate a new CPA026 for the field(s) that are HEL. 

 In remarks section note the level of erosion control required 
required based on eFOTG Section III, C. Legislated Programs. 

 
 

 IF new split line is due to an invisible ownership line and cropping is not effected by the boundary (no physical 
boundary or defined cropline boundary): 

o Consultation between NRCS and FSA to determine if a new CPA026 is needed according to 
guidance in NFSAM and/or 6-CP. 
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C.  Split and Combine, involves two steps: 
 

 
 

Fld H is split by a new “permanent” boundary.   

 The gray shaded, dash outlined area (j1) is combined with previous Fld G (j2).   

 The gray shaded, dashed outlined area (j1) should be given a temporary field boundary and number by 
FSA to properly complete the determination. 

 The final new fields will be K (H – j1)  and J (j1 + j2) 
 

 For Fld K follow the steps previously outlined under section “B.” for splitting a previously determined field 
(previously determined Fld H is split into Fld j1 and Fld K).  The determination result is of splitting previous 
field H is the correct determination and action for Fld K. 

 

 For the gray shaded, dash outlined area (j1) that was previously part of Fld H that will be combined with 
previously labeled Fld G.  Fld G will be labeled new Fld J after combining Fld j1 and Fld j2.  Two steps must 
be completed: 

o Step 1:  Follow the steps previously outlined under section “B.” for splitting a previously determined 
field (previously determined Fld H is split into Fld j1 and Fld K).  The result is the correct 
determination and action for the temporary Fld j1 (gray shaded, dashed outlined area). 

o Step 2:  Follow the steps previously outlined under section “A.” for combining previously determined 
fields.  Combine temporary Fld j1 (grey shaded, dashed outlined area) determined in Step 1 above 
with previous Fld G which is now labeled Fld j2.  The result of combining Fld j1 and Fld j2 is the 
correct determination and action for the new complete area of Fld J (combined area of j1 and j2). 
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D.  Sodbuster: 
 

 
 

 Previous non-cropped field “NC” is planned to be sodbusted into new Fld M: 

 Complete a new determination using 33.3% and >50 Ac rule for new Fld M. 
o IF new field M is either HEL or NHEL. 

 Generate new CPA026 for the field. 

 If new field M is HEL, in remarks section note the level of erosion control required 
based on eFOTG Section III, C. Legislated Programs.  Note: refer to sodbuster 
planning considerations below for possible Small Area Exemption. 

 
o IF only a portion of previously determined Fld M is actually sodbusted (producer only 

breaks out a portion of Fld M): 
 The original determination of “Fld M” stands unless, (1) the producer requests a 

redetermination in writing and (2) the producer submits a preponderance of evidence to 
justify the redetermination.  If the producer meets these two requirements, complete a new 
determination using 33.3% and >50 Ac rule for actual area sodbusted. 

 IF new area actually sodbusted is either HEL or NHEL. 
o Generate new CPA026 for the field. 

 If new field area actually sodbusted is HEL, in remarks section 
note the level of erosion control required based on eFOTG 
Section III, C. Legislated Programs.  Refer to sodbuster planning 
considerations below. 

 

 Refer to section “A.” if sodbust area (Fld M) is combined with Fld L. 
 

 SODBUSTER PLANNING CONSIDERATIONS FOR HEL (Area sodbusted is HEL): 
o IF sodbust area (Fld M) is combined with Fld L (Fld L is either NHEL or HEL) and the sodbust area 

does not qualify as a small area exemption: 
 Develop or revise conservation plan with sodbust area (Fld M) planned to sodbust 

level requirements based on eFOTG Section III, C. Legislated Programs. 
o IF sodbust area (Fld M) is combined with Fld L that is HEL, consider Small Area Exemption as 

follows: 
 IF sodbust area (Fld M) qualifies for a small area exemption per NFSAM requirements (i.e. 

capped wells, rock pile, old farmstead, trees or brush, etc.) (520.14): 

 IF current conservation plan for Fld L is technically adequate: 
o Make pen & ink change to existing plan that insures the area of Fld 

M meets the level of treatment for Fld L. 

 IF current conservation plan for Fld L is not technically adequate: 
o Revise plan to for both Fld L and Fld M to allowable planning 

requirements based on eFOTG Section III, C. Legislated Programs 
based on the level of treatment for Fld L. 

 IF Fld L is NHEL, Small Area Exemption does not apply: 

 Develop conservation plan with sodbust area (Fld M) planned to sodbust 
level requirements based on eFOTG Section III, C. Legislated Programs. 
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E.  General CRP with split of area still cropped: 
 

 
 

 Fld P is put into General CRP and a remaining portion of old Fld P is split out and remains in cropland (Fld Q). 
o New Determination (6 CP 502):   Complete a new determination using 33.3% and >50 Ac rule for 

both new Flds P & Q. 
 Generate a new CPA026 for the field. 
 In remarks section note the level of erosion control required required based on eFOTG 

Section III, C. Legislated Programs 
 

 Fld P (previously CRP) is returned to crop production and Fld Q continues to be cropped. 
o Determination reverts back to the original determination for Fld P prior to Fld Q being split out.  

 IF original parent field Fld P was HEL. 

 Generate a new CPA026 for the field. 

 In remarks section note the level of erosion control required required based on 
eFOTG Section III, C. Legislated Programs 

 IF original parent field Fld P was NHEL. 

 Write note on AD1026 that Fld P is NHEL sign, date and return to FSA. 
 

General CRP with split of area non-cropped Conservation Practice: 
 

 
 

 Fld R is put into General CRP and a remaining portion of old Fld R is split out as Fld S (no crop history for CRP) 
and is found to be a conservation practice such as a waterway, diversion, terrace etc... 

 New Fld S carries the HEL determination of original parent field, in this case Fld R before the split was made. 
o IF original parent field Fld R was HEL, new Fld R and Fld S are HEL. 

 Generate a new CPA026 for the fields. 

 In remarks section note the level of erosion control required required based on 
eFOTG Section III, C. Legislated Programs 

o IF original parent field Fld R was NHEL, new Fld R and Fld S are NHEL. 

 Write note on AD1026 that Fld R and Fld S are NHEL sign, date and return to 
FSA. 
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F.  Continuous CRP/CREP: 
 

 
 

 Flds V, W, X, Y are new Continuous CRP and/or CREP fields.  Note Fld X is Marginal Pastureland. 
 

 Fld T and V carry the original determination for Fld T before CCRP Fld V was split out. 
o IF original field Fld T was NHEL, new Fld T and Fld V are NHEL. 

 Write note on AD1026 that Fld T and Fld V are NHEL sign, date and return to FSA. 
o IF original field Fld T was HEL, new Fld T & V are HEL. 

 Generate a new CPA026 for the fields. 
 In remarks section note the level of erosion control required required based on eFOTG 

Section III, C. Legislated Programs 
 

 Fld U, W and Y carry the original determination for Fld U before CCRP Fld W & Y were split out. 
o IF original field Fld U was NHEL, new Fld U, W & Y are NHEL. 

 Write note on AD1026 that Fld U, W & Y are NHEL sign, date and return to FSA. 
o IF original field Fld U was HEL, new Fld U, W & Y are HEL. 

 Generate a new CPA026 for the fields. 
 In remarks section note the level of erosion control required required based on eFOTG 

Section III, C. Legislated Programs 
 

 Fld X is Marginal Pastureland, HEL determination is not necessary. 
 Write note on AD1026 that Fld X is Marginal Pastureland and no HEL Determination 

is necessary  for Marginal Pastureland sign, date and return to FSA. 
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Appendix – Example AD-1026 when combining sodbust area with adjacent field(s): 

 
FSA Action: Add note at the bottom of the AD-1026  form to confirm the pending field combination 
request.   
 

 
 

 
 

In reply to the above example, NRCS will return one new form NRCS-CPA-026 with a preliminary 
technical determination for new field 9.  The “Remarks” portion of the NRCS-CPA-026 will include 
information concerning the sodbust HEL determination for field 8.  See next page for an example of the 
returned NRCS-CPA-026 and map. 
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Example returned NRCS-CPA-026 (see previous page for example AD-1026 request) 
 
NRCS-CPA-026 addresses new field 9, combination of sodbust request field 8 and previously 
determined fields 2 and 3.  Remarks section contains information concerning the field combination 
request. 
 

 
 
 
Example Map Returned with NRCS-CPA-026 
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Appendix – NFSAM References: 
 
Refer to National Food Security Act Manual part 511. 
 

 FSA will enter the circumstances regarding the field(s) redefinition in the remarks section of the AD-1026 
(511.12a). 

 
 

 Combine fields, “HEL/NHEL” explained:  Fld C should contain two HEL determinations.  On the old hard 
copy map FSA would draw a dashed line and label one portion of the field HEL and the other portion of 
the field NHEL (see example below).  FSA is unable to do this in the GIS CLU Theme.  Nebraska NRCS 
and FSA agreed that these determinations will be flagged as “HEL” in the CLU attribute table and 
“HEL/NHEL” will be added to the CLU Comments.  In this example CLU C = HEL, CLU C Comments = 
“HEL/NHEL” (511.10c & 511.12a). 

 

 
 
 
 

 “Permanent” boundary discussion for HEL determination purposes: 
o Conservation practices which appear to subdivide a field, such as field strips, terraces, 

waterways or filter strips are not a “permanent” boundary for HEL determinations.  The HEL 
determination should be for the entire field, not for the individual conservation practice or sub 
fields divided by conservation practices (511.10a). 

o A permanent boundary can be a cropline if the cropline is not subject to change.  i.e. Two 80 
acre tracts farmed by two different operators without a fence between the two 80s would still 
have a cropline that is not subject to change.  The cropline would be a “permanent” boundary 
for HEL determination purposes (511.11a). 

o A fence or other physical feature (such as a non cropped grass or wooded area that establishes 
a distinct cropline) is a “permanent” boundary for HEL determination purposes as identified by 
FSA (511.11a). 
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